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THE PLAGUE OF FIELD

MICE. persons strychnine and the vessels; v abandoned in -- une localities"

course be - carefully handled and; By F. L. Washburn. ; Rut if hopper-dozer- s are ued.
safely stored away when not in use. j Concerted action by Government thev can be used to best advantage
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lowing a strip ot rye around
breed undisturbed. WWe trinJ effcct of changing the dreaded

By S. K. Piper.
The mouse which produced the

plague in some of the Western

States, a short time ago, proved to

be the "black mouse," one of the
numerous species of short tailed

etl to be a simple way to keepalong streams, swampy areas, and
natural hav lands serve as breed was national in scope, to an insect , grasshoppers at the edge of the

Iwhich while harmful enough in
j held. The rye grows more rapid-characte- r,

is not looked upon with 1 lv than the wheat, and will stand a
the.'horror and fear it was con y --

eating down."' This keeps
paratively a few years ago. j tuv a comparatively nar- -

ing places from which cultivated
fields are invaded. Poisoning is

usually not practicable in such
places. Burning off the rank
grass and weeds is a great help in
controlling: field mice.
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field or meadow mice, a group
which has caused widespread de-structi- on

in various parts of the

world. In nearly all parts of the
United States short-taile- d

N field
jl ucie die maiiv meinour ui luui-- ; row area, i&cv can be east- -

bating these pests, but three meth-- ; K h.andlcd.
it i. i i i. erv lninnrtnnt in nnv ntt-pmn- t r.,1,-- 1 1 , -f 1 inmice are among cue must ammuaiii T i .....v,..,rv. UUa c.iduv

to control these mice is the keep-- : most localities.of mammals, and a number of

species in widely separated locali- - down of and other ; Fall plowing is considered theing grass

Plowing a strip of land between
a crop anil an advancing army of

quite voting hoppers will some-

times turn their march and prevent
loss.

To prevent crickets and uras- -

I hP fcrrrhave occasionally exhibited cover along ditches and about the j most efficient. Plow- - pod?ties
borders of fields. Such cover af-- under, burying some, and breaking
fords mice protection from hawks, j

open others so that moisture can
owls and other of their bird get in, and exposing still others to hoppers from eating binder twine

the ame tendency to excessive in-

crease, indicating that favoring
conditions may produce mouse
plagues wherever the mice exist.
Kven when in small numbers they
destrov considerable clover and al--

enemies. 'the attacks of their enemies, in the field: Soak balls of twine
Clean cultivation is the greatest j birds, shrews, .etc. I in solution of two pounds of blue- -

safeguard to trees. Where rank! The second method is that of stone ; dissolve in u gallons of
... . . , .... ...... . , .c r r nrr r w nn TV-,,-. 1 - T 1. I

,1.., nuc, vw. v.... yuibUiitu u;.iii.- uc ciuici juisuii- - . w aiei , iui nail vUi uoui aim men
allowed to remain under the trees
in winter, the attack of field mice
is invited. Damage to orchards is

usually done under cover of weeds

ed bran or the Criddle mixture, j dry thoroughly.
Poisoned bran can be used only in j , It must be remembered that it is

situations where stock and poultry j hard to dissolve bluestone ; it

are excluded. Neither should it be I should, therefore, be placed in the
used where partridge and quail are water quite a long time before Un-

likely to feed. It is merely, bran j liquid is to be used. A farmer

poisoned with paris-gree- n or ar-- ; suggests soaking balls of twine :u

senic. two pounds of paris-gree- n to j kerosene. This might be effecth c.

and may reach serious proportions
before being noticed. Many trees

may be so badly injured that re-

covery is impossible, but most of
tliem can usually be saved by
promptly banking up earth about

ioo of bran, moistened with water j
.

and a little molasses, so- - that the KEEP THE LAWN WELL
ROLLED.the trunks, entirely covering the bran will just stick together :when

taken up with a spoon.
Criddle mixture is horse-manu- re

mixed with arsenic and slightly
salted. It is to be distributed
about the fields in small masses.
We all know of the-fondne- ss of

grasshoppers for anything con

wounded parts.
Dogs are worth manv times their

keep when trained to hunt mice.
Fox terriers or other small breeds
take readily to hunting them and

during irrigation and plowing de-

stroy great numbers. Many
farmers iii Nevada keep dogs for
the purpose of killing ground

To make a good lawn the soil re-

quires frequent rolling. In the
first pjace a good lawn cannot be

produced in one, two or three yearn
that is a perfect lawn, without

depression and with a soil surface
as smooth as a floor.

AI lan roller can be made with-

out much expense from cement

using gas pipe for the axle and
frame. The form for setting the
cement may be of wood, using very
narrow slas or galvanized iron.
In case the latter is used the form

Lombardy Poplar girdled and kill-

ed by field mice.

falfa and injure orchards, nurser-
ies and root crops.

This is the first recorded instance,
of an irruption of field mice in
North America attaining the pro--

! squirrels, pocket gophers, and field
mice as they are forced out of their

taining salt. They will even

roughen fork handles in their ef-

forts to get at the salt deposited on
them with the perspiration. This
mixture is recommended in some
of the Western States. The pro-

portions are about as follows:

burrows by water, atid in this way
keep the pests in check. Plows

1 turn out of the burrows practicallyence indicates the probability of i

all the field mice present, so that may be left on the roller, and if itParis-gree- n, one pound ; salt, two

pounds ;fresh horse-dropping- s, ioo
pounds. The horse droppings are

usually measured out in a three- -

is kept dry and protected from the
weather it will last a long time.

A verv handv size for a lawn
roller is one about JO inches long
bv 14 inches in diameter. If one

they become easy victims for dogs.
Dogs trained to follow plowrs very
.materially reduce the number of
mice in the areas covered. As an

inexpensive and effective help in

controlling field mice, dogs can not
be too highly recommended.

future and even more disastrous
outbreaks. In the extensive re-

claimed areas of the West the
abundant food and luxurious cover
furnished by the alfalfa fields and
the miles of irrigation ditches
which afford these mice suitable
homes along their banks, greatly

I gallon pail. Five pailfulls being
taken as the right amount for one

. 1 : . a.

pound of the poison. The salt is I has the proper tools wrm n consist

dissolved in a pail of water, the ! of a vice a thread-cutin- g tool, a

poison stirred in, and the whole j roller can be made in a short time

mixed with the droppings in a. half and at very little expense.
GRAFT WALNUTS ON OAK

TREES.
favor their increase, wdiile stir--j
rounding desert conditions limit:

barrel.
Scatter it about the fields well, mA genius, who grows walnuts on

oak-tre-
es, lias been found in Cala quantity according to number of ,

the spread of mice beyond the cul-

tivated areas. .

W ithout doubt poisoning is the
best method at present known of
dealing with field mice on an exten- -

grasshoppers. 1 hey will be at-- .veras county, California, in the
Price has tracted for 40 feet. It is most ef- -

j person of E. M. Price.

The good Book says. "In the

morning sow thy 'seed and in the
evening withhold not thy hand, for
tliou knowest not which shall pros-

per, whether this or that, or w heth-

er they shall be alike good." ccds
are like thoughts sealed in ever-

lasting secrecy until given a:i op-

portunity to express them -- elves.

fective "when fresh, but will do ex- -

cellent work when several weeks ;

old, even after being washed by j

sive scale. Besides effectiveness, ! grafted walnut branches on the oak
poisons should possess the ad- - j trees throughout the hills on his
ditional advantage of small cost place and has met with remarka- -

and the least possible danger to
'

ble success, as all the grafts have j rain.
man, to domestic stock, and to val- - crown wonderfullv. Price has; The Criddle mixture, which was Like thoughts, thev are unfruitful
liable w ild birds and animals. ' I been experimenting with walnut ; first introduced by Aorman Lnci- -

jf unused
. i . ... . . i . i .1.: k.. :. -- iltintc lip!(l!e has been so successful in Can- -

visviis snouiu aiwavs oe nt- - uccs iui vi.iu.i, aiw .n cnn.n... ; --r-

pared at a distance from the house
'

has grown on ordinary trees are i ada and many of our most north-- - Get your lambs carted right.
where stock an;l no iltr nro not en- - three times the size of those sold in j ern states and is so much more et- -

; Attention now means a goou ia.no
fective than hopper-dozer- s, that 1

crop.dangered. To avoid danger to ' the market


